Connect group questions
Who makes disciples?
CONVERSION IS A MIRACLE THAT ONLY GOD CAN BRING ABOUT

1.

In the reading from John 3, Jesus says to Nicodemus that no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born again. What did he mean?

2.

Kevin said: “When a person is converted to Christ, something that was dead within them, comes to
life. A new life is born within them, and they become alive to God.” Explore what this means.

3.

Kevin shared the story of a man in prison who came to know God as is Lord without any human
being’s help. Do you know of people who have come to know Jesus in similar circumstances?

Although God can deal directly with a person without our help if he chooses, it is true that:
GOD USUALLY USES US IN THE DISCIPLE-MAKING PROCESS

4.

Read John 1:35-42. Why was Andrew so keen to find Simon and share who he had found in Jesus?
(Note that he was so natural – not awkward or embarrassed – just excited!)

5.

Read on in John 1:43-51. Upon meeting Jesus, Philip also rushes off to tell Nathanael about Jesus
and who he was. What strikes you about the way Andrew and Philip go about telling others?

6.

Kevin said: “In each of these incidents, there is a very simple thing happening. Someone who
already knows Jesus grabs someone else and says, “Come and see!” And then that person comes to
Jesus and encounters Jesus themselves.” While Jesus is not physically present for us to take people
to see, we can all very simply point people to the impact Jesus has had in our lives. Discuss the
challenges we find in doing this. Discuss the opportunities we have to do this!

7.

Math 20 – the parable of the vineyard. Kevin made the point, that all in the vineyard are working.
Everyone is in the harvest field. When we are called, we are not called into a waiting room until we
join Jesus in eternity, we are invited into the harvest field. Discuss.

A TALE OF TWO CHURCHES

8.

“We just open the doors and God does the rest” vs the sign at the door as you leave the church
“You are now entering the mission field”. Which church describes us? How can we do it better and
encourage one another in the task of becoming a church more actively intent in making disciples?

9.

Kevin said: “Ministers will come and go. Mark is being called to another corner of the harvest field
now. But YOU are the church in Tewantin and Peregian and Sunshine. God has planted you here,
to work in this corner of his vineyard, week by week, month by month, year by year. It is my hope
and prayer that you will continue to be a church that is passionately committed to working in God’s
harvest field and making disciples for the glory of his name.” Will we rise to the challenge in the
coming months to press on with that great challenge and privilege?

Please remember that the Sunshine Beach service next weekend is 5pm, Saturday 2nd Nov.
Please remember that while the Sunshine Beach service will be as usual at 730am on 10th Nov, the two 930am
services will be combined at Tewantin on 10th Nov.
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27th October
all
We exist to glorify God by making disciples
Who makes disciples?
John 3:1-16

______________________________
DISCIPLESHIP TALK 3:
WHO MAKES DISCIPLES?
(John 3:1-16)
I think it’s really important to start by saying that
1. CONVERSION IS A MIRACLE THAT ONLY GOD CAN BRING ABOUT
- Conversion occurs through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.
John 3 - Nicodemus ... Verse 3, “Truly I say to you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.” ….
Nicodemus has no idea what Jesus is saying … (v.4) “How can this be? Surely a man cannot enter his
mother’s womb a second time to be born?”
Jesus replies “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh
gives birth to flesh and the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”
- Jesus is pointing out a fundamental spiritual concept: in order to go to heaven, you have to be born twice;
physically and spiritually.
- When a person is converted to Christ, something that was dead within them, comes to life. A new life is
born within them, and they become alive to God.
- And it’s the Holy Spirit who does this – it’s a miracle that only He can do.….
- In fact, sometimes God doesn’t even need our help at all:
*** Ron - converted in prison on first night ...
- God can deal directly with a person without our help if he chooses. But that is the exception rather than
the rule.
2. GOD USUALLY USES US IN THE DISCIPLE-MAKING PROCESS
- Acts 9: Saul’s conversion - initially convicted / humbled by Jesus directly, then the Lord used a
Christian, Ananias, to lead him to faith and repentance. A perfect example of the partnership between
us and God in making disciples.
- In John 1 there are three examples of this:
- In verses 35 -37 we read “The next day John [John the Baptist] was there again with two of his
disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples
heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What
do you want?” They said, “Rabbi (which means Teacher), where are you staying?”
[This is a really bold thing for them to ask! They are effectively asking to be his disciples, to transfer from
John to Jesus.] “Come” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and
they spent that day with him.”
- So John the Baptist points two people to Jesus and then they encounter Jesus themselves and become his
disciples.
- The second incident happens immediately after.
“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who followed
Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the
Messiah.” And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You
will be called Cephas”, which when translated means Peter.”
- So now Andrew introduces his brother Simon to Jesus, and when Simon encounters Jesus he is made a
member of the team.
- The third incident happens immediately after.
- “The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip,
like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael [Philip goes and grabs
someone else] and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom
the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come
from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he
said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael

asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
- In each of these three incidents, there is a very simple thing happening. Someone who already knows
Jesus grabs someone else and says, “Come and see!” And then that person comes to Jesus and encounters
Jesus themselves.
- In each case the person is converted or convinced by their encounter with Jesus, but that is only made
possible because someone has brought them TO Jesus.
- AND THAT IS PRECISELY HOW DISCIPLES ARE MADE – THE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE
WORKING TOGETHER.
- And you don’t have to be a great evangelist to be used by God in pointing someone to Jesus:
*** David Pawson, doctor and funny little man ...
- In Matthew 20, Jesus tells a very important parable for our understanding of the important role that each
of us plays in God’s great mission. It’s the parable of the vineyard. And he starts the parable by saying:
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard”.” (Matt 20:1)
- The parable continues, with the landowner going back to the market place to hire more workers at
various times throughout the day, and at the end they all get the same wage, no matter how long or how
short their working day has been.
- The primary message is that salvation is about God giving us what we need, not what we deserve or have
earned through our own merits.
- But there is a ANOTHER important message for us in the parable. And it’s this: Everyone whom God
brings onto his team WORKS IN THE VINEYARD. Everyone is involved in the work of harvesting.
- There aren’t just a few of the workers out harvesting while the rest are in the chapel having a prayer
meeting and uphold the workers in prayer. EVERYONE IS IN THE HARVEST FIELD!
- Do you get that? Being a Christian is being an active participant in God’s great rescue mission! Working
in the harvest field, making disciples, is intrinsic to being a Christian!
- It’s what we’re CALLED to. It’s the primary calling of our lives.
*** D.L. Moody ... How many people were saved tonight? ... Two and a half ... Do you mean two adults
and one child? ... No. Two children and one adult. You see, the two children have their whole lives left
to serve God, the adult only has half a life left to serve.
- This life is not a waiting room for heaven. When God saves you, he calls you to serve him.
He calls you to come into the harvest field. He doesn’t invite you to take a seat and make yourself
comfortable while you wait for him to take you up to heaven.
- When Jesus saves you, he says to you, “Welcome to the team. Now come and join the harvest.”
A TALE OF TWO CHURCHES:
*** Auburn … “We just open the door and let God do the rest” - “it’s not working all that well for you is
it?” - She replied, “That’s all we can do” to which I replied, “No it’s not. There’s a lot more you could
do.”
*** On our old church building back home, there is a sign on the lintel directly above the door as you
walk out. It reads: “You are now entering the mission field.”
- I reckon EVERY church should have that sign over their exit door.
- Which church do you want to be?
- Ministers will come and go. Mark is being called to another corner of the harvest field now. But YOU are
the church in Noosa and Peregian and Sunshine. God has planted you here, to work in this corner of his
vineyard, week by week, month by month, year by year.
- It is my hope and prayer that you will continue to be a church that is passionately committed to working
in God’s harvest field and making disciples for the glory of his name.

