Connect group questions
Why make disciples?
Read Ephesians 2:1-10

1.

What is the prevailing attitude in the world today, about anyone sharing their faith with others?

2.

Why is ‘evangelism’ a dirty word? How does this influence our thinking when it comes to making
disciples?

3.

Read Matthew 28:19-20. We have a clear command from the Lord Jesus – given to the first disciples
but by extension to us. Yet Kevin reminded us, why he has commanded this. Do you recall the
reason?

4.

Refer to our Ephesians 2 passage. How are the Gentile unbelievers described before the come to
Christ?

5.

Why do we find it difficult to grasp the seriousness of this reality? See Matt 13:42, Mark 9:48.

6.

Although this is serious, what is the wonderful news we read in Romans 6:23?

7.

Kevin said that we as the church, are to be like a doctor – urgently telling people of God’s diagnosis
of mankind, and then telling them the brilliant news of the cure available through Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Why do we find this so challenging?

8.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:22 and discuss how we might get alongside people so that we might possibly
win ‘some’.

So our motivation to make disciples ought to flow from the reality of the grave situation those who don’t
know Jesus are in. But Kevin said that we also ought to be motivated by gratitude to God.

9.

Recall Mark 5 and the man with the Legion of demons. See vv19-20. He was simply to tell others
how much Jesus had done for him. We all have a wonderful story to tell about what the Lord has
done for us. Share with the group if you will, how you are grateful for your salvation through Jesus.

10.

We are very good at sharing all sorts of good news - about a good movie, a great restaurant, even
where to grab a good coffee – how much more should we share the good news of Jesus? What
makes us much more hesitant?

11.

The missionary, D.T. Niles, once said, “Evangelism is simply one beggar telling another beggar
where to find bread.” OR to put it another way, one cured person telling a sick person where to find
the cure! Discuss.

12.

Have you ever helped lead someone to Jesus? Or are you aware you’ve been one link in the chain?

13.

How might our outlook change if we regularly prayed for opportunities to share something of the
good news of Jesus with others?

CONCLUSION
“Together… let’s make a fresh commitment to being an active participant in God’s great mission.

Let’s go into every day, looking for opportunities to share our faith and our hope with the people
we come into contact with.” Kevin Simington
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It’s actually a really important question.
Because, increasingly, we live in a world which says “Don’t you dare try to change someone
else’s beliefs! Don’t you dare try to convert them to your beliefs! That’s arrogant and
disrespectful and intolerant!”.
And I think this viewpoint has even infiltrated some branches of the Christian church. Evangelism
has become a dirty word. And even those of us who still believe in evangelism are being made to
feel uncomfortable about it.
So, now more than ever before, if we are to remain resolute in the face of this pushback from
society, we need to be very clear and very sure about the biblical mandate for evangelism
So, why make disciples? Why bother? Why not just leave people as they are, to believe what they
want?
We could answer the question very simply by quoting the great commission in Matthew 28 and
leave it at that:
- Matthew 28:19-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Why make disciples? Because Jesus commanded us to. End of story. Game, set and match.
Question answered! Thanks for coming. Thanks for listening to my sermon this morning. Do we
really need any other reason?
But in his goodness towards us, God has done more than just given us a bare command. He has
also taken the time to explain the reason behind it. He has made it really clear to us in His Word,
WHY making disciples is so important and urgent.
And here is the reason …
BECAUSE THOSE OUTSIDE OF CHRIST ARE DESPERATELY LOST AND IN IMMINENT
DANGER
- Now, it has to be said, most people who are not Christians don’t look desperately lost and in
imminent danger.
*** Most people who aren’t Christians look perfectly fine. They seem to be getting along OK.
They may have good jobs, live in nice houses, drive nice cars, have a happy family life, play
sport on weekends, go out to the movies, enjoy social activities with friends. On the surface,
they don’t seem to be in any urgent, desperate need.
- But the Bible says that everyone outside of Christ is in a desperate situation. They have a
terminal spiritual condition. They are spiritually “dead”…
and if they die in that state they will go to an eternity of separation from God and from all that is
good.
- Ephesians 2:1 says “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”
- When we look at the world we see a world of people who are physically alive, but when God
looks at humanity, he sees that some are alive to him, and some are spiritually dead - they are the
walking dead –
- and unless they are born a SECOND time, born spiritually, born again - if they die in that dead
state, they will be forever separated from God.

- In the Gospels, actually Jesus goes to great lengths to warn people of their lostness and the
coming eternal consequence of that lostness. The Gospels contain 60 verses where Jesus speaks
about Hell.
- In Matthew 13:42 He describes it as a fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
- In Mark 9:48 He warns that people will be “cast into Hell … where the fire is never quenched”
- In his parable of the rich man and Lazarus he describes the rich man as saying “I am in agony
in this fire” (Luke 16:25)
In Matt 25 he warns that the day will come when he will return and divide all humanity into
two groups, his sheep on one side, those who love him, and the goats on the other, those who
have rejected him.
… And in verse 46, he says, “They will go way to eternal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.”
- What’s Jesus problem? Why does he keep talking about hell all the time? Because he cares.
Because he can see, better than anyone, that those who are rejecting the God who made them are
careering headlong toward a bleak eternity.
- Make no mistake about it, those outside of Christ are in grave and imminent danger, because
they are one heartbeat away from death and judgment and eternal punishment.
- They are in a desperate situation, but it’s not obvious on the surface. It’s certainly not obvious to
them. And sadly, it’s not obvious to many Christians either. Because we get lulled by the face that
the world presents to us.
- The benign normality of people’s lives – of those who live around us - can easily create the
impression that all is well. Nothing to see here. No dark and deadly disease. No storm cloud
brewing.
- But the Bible calls us to look beyond the superficial, to see below the surface. To see the lost as
God sees them. To see people as having a terminal disease but they don’t even know it. Heading
towards to a terrible end that they can’t see coming.
- This is why making disciples is so urgent and so important. Because when a person comes into
relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ, their sins are forgiven, their guilt is removed,
their disease is cured, they are born into the family of God and they change their destiny forever.
It’s a completely stunning transformation!
- Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death (there’s the disease) but the gift of God is eternal
life through Christ Jesus our Lord (there’s the cure)”
- We come to a world with a terminal disease and we proclaim to them God’s offer of a free cure.
*** I recently had a cardiac angiogram, to check that I had no blockages of my heart arteries. All
was well in the end. But let’s suppose that the scans revealed a serious blockage. If there was a
blockage, my specialist would have been on the phone to me that day – he would have
contacted me immediately, urgently – because I would have been walking around with a
deadly disease and I didn’t know it.
- God has placed his church in the position of that doctor. He has given us his diagnosis of
mankind. And it’s not a rosy one. In fact, it’s dire, and it’s urgent.
- And he calls us to go to a people who don’t know they are in trouble, and tell them of a saviour
they don’t know they need, and warn them of an eternal consequence that many of them don’t
even believe exists.
- It’s not an easy job is it? And realistically, not everyone is going to listen to our message. In fact,
many people will reject our message. Jesus made that very clear.
- But our compassion for the lost and our desire to serve God – both of those motivations - must
over-ride our fear of rejection.
- I love Paul’s absolute passion for the work of evangelism:
- In 1 Cor 9:22, Paul says, “I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I
might save some.”
- You see, Paul is very realistic – not everyone will be saved, not everyone will accept the message
gladly – but some will. Some will. Paul perseveres, he does everything he possibly can, “so that
by all possible means I might save some.”

*** The great missionary, C.T. Studd, once wrote, “Some wish to live within the sound of
church and chapel bell. I’d rather run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.”
I think there’s another important point that needs to be made:
OUR DESIRE TO MAKE DISCIPLES OUGHT TO BE MOTIVATIVED BY OUR GRATITUDE
TO GOD
- In Mark 5, Jesus heals a man who is demon possessed, and whose life up to that point had been
horrific. The man is overcome with gratitude and asks that he might join Jesus’ disciples and
follow him:
“As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with
him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to
tell in the ten nearby cities how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.”
(Mark 5:19-20).
- That is a wonderful example of how you and I should be motivated to share the good news with
others.
- If we have been truly transformed by the grace of Jesus, we simply can’t keep it to ourselves!
*** We do this with other things, don’t we? EG: Finding a good movie, or a good series on
Netflix, or a good restaurant, or good coffee ... we naturally want to tell others about it. We’re
naturally evangelistic about good things we’ve experienced.
- If we do that with things of little consequence - movies, and restaurants and coffee - how much
more should we want to share the good news of Jesus.
- If we have truly experienced God’s saving grace, we should be so overwhelmed with joy and
gratitude that we simply CAN’T keep it to ourselves!
- This demon possessed man couldn’t stop telling the world what Jesus had done for him - and it
should be the same for us!
CHALLENGE
- Are you actively involved in reaching out to the lost people in your life? Are you sharing the
good news of Jesus, or are you keeping it to yourself?
- Being involved in evangelism doesn’t mean that we all have to be great preachers or profound
theologians. You don’t have to be an expert. You just have to be a witness. A witness is simply
someone who can testify to what they have seen and experienced.
*** The missionary, D.T. Niles,once said, “Evangelism is simply one beggar telling another
beggar where to find bread.” OR to put it another way, one cured person telling a sick person
where to find the cure!
*** Leading Mark Davies to Christ …
*** That event ignited a passion within me to not keep my faith to myself … because you never
know whom God has prepared to hear and respond to that message.
- It’s possible for you to be a faithful witness and never actually lead anyone to Christ.
*** John Stott once said: “To evangelise does not mean to win converts, but to simply
announce the good news, irrespective of the results.”
- You may never actually lead someone to Christ - in the sense of being the last link in the chain but we can all be A link in the chain - one more voice pointing people to the Saviour and telling
them what Jesus has done for us – just as that demon possessed man told the people in HIS life
what JESUS had done for him.
- Together this morning, let’s make a fresh commitment to being an active participant in God’s
great mission. Let’s go into every day, looking for opportunities to share our faith and our hope
with the people we come into contact with.

